
Minutes of the Redevelopment Agency meeting held on Tuesday, September 16, 2014 at 5:15 p.m. in the Murray 

City Council Chambers, 5025 South State Street, Murray, Utah. 

 

Present:  Jim Brass  Mayor Ted Eyre 

  Dave Nicponski  Frank Nakamura, City Attorney 

  Brett Hales  Jan Wells, Chief Administrative Officer 

Blair Camp  Janet Towers, Executive Assistant to the Mayor 

Diane Turner  Tim Tingey, Executive Director  

     Doug Hill, Public Works Director 

     Jan Lopez, Council Administration 

     Jennifer Kennedy, City Recorder 

     Citizens 

        

Chairman Jim Brass is conducting and opened the meeting.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Blair Camp made a motion to approve the minutes of July 15, 2014.  Seconded by Brett Hales. 

 

A voice vote was made.  The motion passed, 5-0. 

 

NEIGHBORWORKS UPDATE 

 

Tim Tingey stated that there was recently an article in the Murray Journal about NeighborWorks. He said that 

there is a twenty percent set-aside of tax increment financing for housing in the budget.  This year funds have 

been expended to acquire property and finance housing improvement loans.  Mr. Tingey introduced Sonya 

Martinez, Murray Neighborhood Director for NeighborWorks Salt Lake, to provide an update. 

 

Sonya Martinez provided an update on how the RDA funds have had an impact on projects in Murray.  She 

explained that funds are used to acquire property, home improvement loans, housing counseling and new 

homebuyer preparation.  She said that NeighborWorks strives to engage the community through various programs 

such as Paint Your Heart Out, which focuses on senior residents, and the Home Depot program, which focuses on 

do-it-yourself projects using donated materials.  Ms. Martinez reviewed the locations of acquisition and 

rehabilitation projects completed over the past few years. There have been nine total properties purchased, six of 

which are currently being rehabilitated and three that have been completed and sold.  She explained that specific 

areas were identified where NeighborWorks believed they could make the most significant impact.  The Box 

Elder neighborhood is a good example of what can happen when an investment is made in rehabilitating homes 

and properties, and soon adjacent property owners start to clean up their properties as well.   

 

Ms. Martinez explained that through the counseling program, NeighborWorks has assisted thirteen families in 

avoiding foreclosure on their homes.  She said that there have also been eight home improvement projects, which 

are funded through a combination of tax increment financing, HOME dollars and CDBG dollars.  She stated that 

if a homeowner does not qualify for a loan, staff will evaluate if there are grants available to assist with 

emergency repairs and life/safety issues.  Additionally, there have been seven Paint Your Heart Out projects 

completed in Murray.  Ms. Martinez said that over a four year period, NeighborWorks has served more than 

thirty-eight families.    

 

Dave Nicponski asked what the customer growth is attributed to.  Sonya Martinez stated that it is mostly customer 

recommendations in addition to efforts to make residents and property owners familiar with NeighborWorks and 

their services.  Mr. Nicponski asked if the budget had remained the same over the past four years.  Mr. Tingey 

stated that the budget has been twenty percent of tax increment financing in the Smelter Site area, so there has 

been slight growth in the budget amount as the area has increased in value.  Mr. Nicponski stated that he is 

impressed with the NeighborWorks program and its effectiveness.   
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Blair Camp asked for an update on the project located on 700 West 6500 South.  Ms. Martinez stated that she is 

aware of some concerns related to overgrown weeds at that site and that there is now weekly maintenance of the 

landscape.  She said that the existing home had asbestos and also meth exposure, so it was decided to demolish 

the structure.  A new home will be constructed at the site, and plans have been submitted to the City and approved 

by the Building Division.  Staff is waiting for an additional source of funding to come through, which is expected 

soon, before beginning construction.   Ms. Martinez stated that NeighborWorks tries to support community 

businesses and will be using Murray-based subcontractors as often as possible.   

 

WOODBURY DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT UPDATE 

 

Tim Tingey stated that staff has been discussing a proposed development agreement with Woodbury 

representatives.  Woodbury is working on preparing a draft of the agreement including costs and scope of work.  

Once the draft has been provided to the City he anticipates a lot of time will be spent reviewing the agreement and 

ensuring that all of the needs of the RDA are met.  Mr. Tingey said that the Woodbury Group is excited about the 

proposal and the potential to work in the downtown area.  They have indicated that the market for office buildings 

is starting to grow, which has a positive effect on moving forward with a project.   

 

Dave Nicponski asked about the RDA arranging a site visit to evaluate the area as part of consideration of a 

development agreement.  Jim Brass agreed that there will be opportunities for evaluation of the site at a later date.  

 

DEVELOPMENT UPDATES 

 

Tim Tingey stated that a permit has been issued for the Birkhill Phase 3 project, and another project is being 

discussed with the Metro Group for a multi-family development on the south side of Fireclay Avenue.  He said 

the discussions are very preliminary and that there are ongoing conversations about the Transportation Master 

Plan in relation to the proposed project.  Staff has been working with a consultant to compile a project area plan 

for a community development area around the Ore Sampling Mill site.  He stated that the draft area plan will be 

presented to the RDA sometime in the fall.  Mr. Tingey stated that another developer has requested the creation of 

a CDA area near the Ore Sampling Mill, but there is no guarantee that the other taxing entities would support the 

proposal.  He said that there has been some discussion related to combining the two sites to create a larger CDA 

and that staff plans to meet with county representatives to discuss feasibility of that option.    

   

OTHER ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATES 

 

Mr. Tingey stated that The Container Store will be opening at Fashion Place Mall in October.  He also expects an 

announcement soon related to a tenant for the existing Dillards site.  

 

MEETING SCHEDULE 

 

Mr. Tingey proposed that the next RDA meeting take place on October 7
th
 as he will be out of town during the 

third week of October.  He said it is an important meeting because it is the November 1
st
 Report review and 

approval, which must be submitted to the taxing entities in a timely manner.  The Board agreed. 

 

Meeting adjourned. 

  

 

_____________________________ 

B. Tim Tingey, Executive Director 


