
 

Murray City Municipal Council  
Murray City Planning & Zoning Commission  

Land Use Training 
 

he Murray City Municipal Council and the Murray City Planning & Zoning Commission met 
at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, July 30, 2015 at the Murray City Center, 5025 South State Street, 

Murray Utah for a Land Use Training Session. 
 
  Council Members in Attendance: 
 
   Blair Camp     
   Brett Hales     

Diane Turner      
   Dave Nicponski    
 
  Planning & Zoning Commission Members in Attendance: 
 
   Philip Markham 
   Karen Daniels 
   Gary Dansie 
   Travis Nay 
   Tim Taylor 
   Buck Swaney 
 
  Members Excused: 
 
   Jim Brass  Council Member 
   Scot Woodbury Planning & Zoning Commission   
 
  Others in Attendance: 
 
    

Janet M. Lopez Council Administrator Frank Nakamura City Attorney 
Susan Dewey  Community Development G.L. Critchfield Attorney 
Ray Christensen Community Development Brad McIlrath Community Development 
Jared Hall Community Development Ted Eyre Mayor 
Mark Boren Community Development Janet Towers Mayor’s Office 
    

 
Tim Tingey welcomed everyone to the Land Use Training meeting. Following introductions, he 
complimented his staff on the work they do daily in carrying out their duties and preparation for 
the training session.  
 
Mr. Tingey distributed an agenda for the evening, which is attached. (Attachment #1) 
 
Mr. Tingey provided an overview of the purpose of land use, which is “promoting the health, 
safety, morals, convenience, order, prosperity and general welfare of the present and future 
inhabitants of the City.”  
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Further details were reviewed as contained in the attached Power Point presentation material.  
(Attachment #2) 
 
Mr. Critchfield presented information related to the legal aspects of land use. He discussed 
where the City’s authority to regulate land use originates from, the Land Use Development and 
Management Act (LUDMA), land use and police power, and requirements and limitations to the 
City’s exercise of police power.  
 
Details of these legalities are attached in a handout that was distributed. (Attachment #3) 
 
Mr. Hall gave a review of the General Plan process, which identifies goals, policies, future land 
use, zoning, urban design and other elements. In response to a question, he informed the group 
that a master plan, different from a general plan, usually applies to a specific area within the 
City. The General Plan is a guiding document and serves as advisory documentation for 
legislative decision making relating to future development in the City. The City is currently 
updating its General Plan, a process that will be completed in 2016. The new General Plan is 
expected to serve the City for about ten years. (Attachment #2.) 
 
Ms. Dewey expounded on the details of the 21 zoning classifications in the City for residential, 
business, commercial and industrial development. She explained for each classification the 
main criteria including purpose, permitted uses, design standards, lot size, setbacks, lot 
coverage, height limitations, density, and other standards and restrictions. Pictures from 
throughout the City were used in the presentation to show examples of each classification.  
(Attachment #2.) 
 
Mr. Christensen presented the parking requirements for residential and commercial properties 
and how those requirements are evaluated. He also explained the landscaping requirements for 
commercial, multi-family and single family residential projects. Pictures were included in the 
presentation to show good landscaping examples, landscaping used as a buffer, as well as, 
properties not in compliance. (Attachment #2.) 
 
Mr. McIlrath gave information on home occupations, accessory dwelling units, non-conforming 
issues and the City sign code. Many requirements are intended to mitigate the impact on 
surrounding neighbors. In some cases a neighbor consent form is mandatory. He said some 
standards of the sign code for mixed use and transit oriented development zones are still being 
created. (Attachment #2.) 
 
Code enforcement is a huge issue, with compliance based on a complaint basis, Mr. Tingey 
noted. He stated that many of the processes can take months to complete. 
 
Mr. Tingey concluded the training with the comment that consistency in administering the zoning 
ordinance is an important aspect of community development. Regarding applications, he 
stressed that if a particular land use is allowed, and the standards are met, the use must be 
approved. 
 
The training session adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
         Janet M. Lopez 
         Council Administrator 
































































