
 
 
 

 

Murray City Municipal Council Chambers 
Murray City, Utah 

 
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 

 
 
The Murray City Municipal Council met on Tuesday, August 9, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. (or as soon as 
possible thereafter) for a meeting held in the Murray City Council Chambers, 5025 South State 
Street, Murray, Utah. 
 
The public was able to view the meeting via the live stream at www.murraycitylive.com or 
https://www.facebook.com/Murraycityutah/. A recording of the City Council meeting can be 
viewed HERE. 
 
Council in Attendance:  

 
Kat Martinez  District #1 
Pamela Cotter  District #2 - Conducting 
Rosalba Dominguez District #3  
Diane Turner  District #4  
Garry Hrechkosy District #5  
Jennifer Kennedy Council Director 
Patti Johnson  Council Office Administrator III 

  
Administrative Staff in Attendance:  
 
 Brett Hales  Mayor  
 Doug Hill  Chief Administrative Officer 
 Tammy Kikuchi Chief Communication Officer 
 GL Critchfield  City Attorney 
 Brooke Smith  City Recorder    
 Brenda Moore  Finance and Administration Director 
 Craig Burnett  Police Chief 
 Doug Roberts  Deputy Police Chief 
 Joey Mittelman Fire Chief   
 Zach Carney  Paramedic/Firefighter 
 Rick Best  Paramedic/Firefighter 
 Bader Alharbi  Paramedic/Firefighter 
 Spencer Finlinson Paramedic/Firefighter 
 Nick Haskin  Fire Captain 
 Stephen Olson  Fire Battalion Chief 
 Jordon Petersen Fire Battalion Chief 

http://www.murraycitylive.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Murraycityutah/
http://murraycitylive.com/
http://murraycitylive.com/
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 Matt Boulden  Fire Division Chief 
 Russ Kakala  Public Works Director 
 Kim Sorensen  Parks & Recreation Director 
 
Others in Attendance:  
   

Cindy Hales Bill Cotter Robert Wyss Jan Cox 
Dale Cox Clark Bullen Cal Madsen John Bush 
Darrell Knott Kathryn Knott Shawn Delliskave Randy L. 
Krystal Walker Steve E. Peter Klinge  

 
Opening Ceremonies 
 

Call to Order – Councilmember Cotter called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
 

 The audience was invited to recite the Pledge of Allegiance led by Dale Cox.  
 
Public Hearings 
 
Staff, sponsor presentations, and public comments will be given prior to Council action on 
the following matters. 
 

1) Consider an ordinance adopting the Rate of Tax Levies for the Fiscal Year commencing 
July 1, 2022, and ending June 30, 2023. 
 
PowerPoint Presentation (Attachment 1) Truth in Taxation Public Hearing 
Presenting: Brenda Moore, Finance and Administration Director 
 
Brenda Moore shared a PowerPoint about Truth in Taxation and information about the 
request for an ordinance adopting the Rate of Tax Levies for the Fiscal Year commencing 
July 1, 2022, and ending June 30, 2023.  
 
The tax rate proposed is a 15% increase in revenue plus growth for the General Fund is 
.001513 and no revenue increase plus growth is .000342 for the library. The rates last year 
were .001608 and .000418 respectively which shows that rates adjust down when taxable 
values increase. 

 
CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
The meeting was open for public comment.  
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 John Rush  
 

Thanked the council for their service and requested as they make budget decisions, they 
take care of the employees and the taxpayers. The goal of the city should be to run the 
city well without putting an undue tax burden on the citizens. He asks the city council to 
keep the taxpayer in mind as they make budget decisions.   
 
Cal Madsen 
 
Cal identified himself, as a silent majority, retired resident, who is on a fixed income.  He 
said this tax increase proposed puts an undue burden on his life and asks the city council 
to consider the long-term residents who are on fixed incomes. 
 
Krystal Walker 
 
Crystal shared that she lives in Murray and is married to one of the firefighters.  She 
shared a few things she loves about Murray and listed a few amenities that the city 
provides. She is aware that Sandy City is running short crews because of a lack of funding 
so she supports the tax increase if it supports the services she receives. “If we are not 
paying for it, then we lose it (services and amenities).” 
 
Clark Bullen 
 
Clark Bullen shared that from his perspective, the council and city have worked hard to 
reduce the tax rate and he encourages citizens to go back and watch the budget 
recordings and be involved in the budget process moving. He believes the council and 
staff worked tirelessly to reduce the citizen tax burden and fought to pay the employees 
a competitive wage.  He commended the council for handling a difficult task with 
efficiency and wisdom.  
 
Dale Cox 
 
Dale Cox shared that he served as a council member for four (4) years and lives on a fixed 
income. He believes Murray City has the best Department Heads and employees in the 
state. He knows the mayor and believes the mayor's office worked hard to reduce the tax 
rates presented tonight. He believes Murray City has a good system in place and hopes 
the council will support the motion presented tonight.  
 

No additional comments were given, and the public hearing comments period was closed.   
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DISCUSSION:  
  

Councilmember Dominguez shared that the council did work well and hard together to 
bring the budget amount down from 20% to 15%. The 15% allows the city to continue 
working well and support staff and the team.  
 
Councilmember Turner thanked the council for working together. 

 
MOTION:  

 
Councilmember Martinez moved to approve the ordinance. The motion was SECONDED by 
Councilmember Turner. 

 
 Council roll call vote: 

 
Ayes: Councilmember Turner, Councilmember Martinez, Councilmember Cotter 

 Nays: Councilmember Dominguez, Councilmember Hrechkosy* 
 Abstentions: None 

 
 Motion passed 3-2 
 

*Councilmember Hrechkosy believes that this tax increase is burdensome to his 
constituents and would like to see a smaller increase so that is why he voted no on the tax 
increase. 
 
Councilmembers thanked Brenda Moore for the presentation and for teaching the council 
about the city budget and the proposal presented tonight. 
 

2) Consider an ordinance adopting the final 2022-2023 Fiscal Year Budgets for Murray 
City including the Library Fund Budget. 

 
PowerPoint Presentation (Attachment 2) Final Budget Public Hearing 
Presenting: Brenda Moore, Finance and Administration Director 
 
Brenda Moore shared a PowerPoint about the Final Fiscal Year budget requesting an 
ordinance adopting the Rate of Tax Levies for the Fiscal Year commencing July 1, 2022, 
and ending June 30, 2023. The PowerPoint was a brief budget overview for personnel and 
operations for Murray City.   
 
Brenda Moore opened her presentation by sharing information about how any citizen 
who is on low income or fixed income can go to the county and get a waiver for their 
property tax.  

 
Councilmembers thanked Brenda Moore for her hard work in preparing the budget and 
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presenting it.  
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
The meeting was open for public comment.  
 
 Peter Klinge 
 
   Peter Klinge asked about the UTOPIA budget. 
 

Brenda Moore was invited to the podium. She shared that in general figures, 
the city pays approximately $1.9 million of UTOPIA debt which is listed under 
our debt services line item in the budget. UTOPIA is paying the city back 
approximately $572,000 with dividends and that is listed in the 
Intergovernmental Revenues line item.  The more people who use UTOPIA for 
internet services, the more money UTOPIA can pay to the city.   Utopia’s goal 
is to pay dividends equal to the debt, and then pay back the city for debt 
payments made in the past. 

 
 No additional comments were given, and the public hearing comments period was closed.   
 
DISCUSSION:  
 
 Councilmembers thanked Brenda Moore for her hard work.  
 

Councilmember Dominguez would love to see the operation budget increase since some 
of the equipment being used right now is out of date. She would like future budget line 
items for equipment and operations to be increased.  

 
MOTION:  

 
Councilmember Turner moved to approve the ordinance. The motion was SECONDED by 
Councilmember Martinez.   

 
 Council roll call vote: 

 
Ayes: Councilmember Dominguez**, Councilmember Turner, Councilmember 
Hrechkosy***, Councilmember Martinez, Councilmember Cotter 

 Nays: None 
 Abstentions: None 

 
 Motion passed 5-0 
 

**Councilmember Dominguez encouraged the mayor’s office to hire someone to help with 
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grant writing. 
 
***Councilmember Hrechkosy believes that the increases may have been warranted but 
challenges his colleagues to thwart the status quo and believes more money should be 
taken out of reserves. In future budget discussions, he requests the council dig deep and 
be creative in their thinking.  This year, during the budget review, he asked to pull out 
elected official salaries and plans to request that again in future budget discussions. He 
ended his comment, thanking the Murray City employees and staff for all their hard work 
and hopes that the Cost of Living (COLA) increase approved tonight will help city 
employees maintain their standard of living.  

 
Councilmembers thanked Brenda Moore and the Mayor for all their hard work in preparing the 
budget.  
 
Mayor’s Report and Questions 
 
Mayor Hales thanked the council. Mayor addressed Councilmember Dominguez’s request for a 
grant writer and shared city staff is constantly looking for grants and using that as funding to 
subsidize several projects.  
 
Councilmembers thanked the mayor and city staff for their work. 
 
Councilmember Hrechkosy motioned to adjure the meeting.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:27 p.m. 
 
 
         
____________________________   
Brooke Smith, City Recorder 
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PowerPoint Presentation  
(Attachment 1)  

Truth in Taxation Public Hearing 
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Final Budget Public Hearing 
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