Be Bright, Recycle Right!
WHAT N T TO RECYCLE
CLOTHING AND SHOES
DO NOT PUT YOUR WARDROBE IN THE RECYCLING BIN
TOP 10 CONTAMINANTS
1. Plastic Bags
2. Needles/Biohazardous
Waste
3. Wire, hose, cords, rope &
chains
4. Propane Tanks
5. Yard Waste/Wood
6. Motor Oil Containers
7. Electronics
8. Food Waste
9. Clothing/Shoes
10. Mercury Containing
Objects

Curbside recycling is the perfect place for plastic bottles and
containers, cans, paper and cardboard, but it is no place for your
wardrobe. Clothing and shoes put in your curbside recycling bin end
up in the landfill. Many thrift stores will gladly accept gently used
clothing and shoes, but what about clothing items that are too worn
out?
Some clothing donation drop-off locations like Goodwill and Big
Brothers Big Sisters participate in textile recycling. The fibers from
worn clothing are turned into things like yarn, insulation, and carpet
padding. According to the Council for Textile Recycling, the average
US citizen throws away 70 pounds of clothing and other textiles every
year. By donating used shoes and textiles, you are keeping valuable
material in circulation and saving space at the landfill.

“Clothing and shoes put in your curbside
recycling bin ends up in the landfill.”
Another option is finding ways to reuse or repurpose your clothing at
home. Use the fabric for quilt squares, craft projects or rags for
cleaning. Reduce the amount of clothing you use by selecting high
quality material that will last and avoiding fast fashion trends that will
quickly fall out of style.
Q: Can metal chains or wires be recycled at the curbside?
A: No! In fact they pose significant safety hazards at recycling
facilities. Long objects such as wires, hoses, cords, ropes and chains
are not recyclable and may harm workers and damage equipment.
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